
QUESTION 6 – PLAYGROUNDS  
 

1) The previous committee elected to plant trees in lieu of providing 
a shaded cover at the playground with the goal of being 
Green.  These trees will take several years to grow and even at full 
growth, will not provide cover to the playground equipment and 
will not prevent the surfaces from becoming hot during the 
summer months.   Do you support the addition of a constructed, 
shaded cover to any of the Briar Chapel Playgrounds?  if not, why 
not?  if so, how will you make this a priority? 

2) Do you support the addition of seating areas, benches, etc to the 
Great Meadow playground, or to other play areas? 

3) Do you have any other goals or aspirations that you would like to 
share regarding Briar Chapel to enhance the experience of those of 
us living here with young families and/or young children? 

 

 
Listed Alphabetically 
 
Michael Cunningham: 1: The shade trees will be a great addition to the playground areas when they’re 
large enough to cast shade.  Remember, the trees around Great Meadow are 6+ years old and only provide a 
limited amount of shade.  The fact is, most trees will not provide much shade in the middle of the day.  Using 
canopies, like already in place at the playground adjacent to the pool, provides some cover during the blazing 
mid-day when our children most want to play! 
 
The idea of covering an entire playground is exciting, and I would certainly be willing to explore this as an 
option in the future, depending on cost, local codes, impervious surface allowances, etc.   
 
2: Yes, yes yes!  We have two playgrounds in the neighborhood.  One was installed at the opening of Briar 
Chapel and is showing its age. However, what it may lack in shiny equipment it does have in terms of shade 
and a fence. I’d like to apply those same features to the playground at Great Meadow.  
 
3: As a father to a 7-year-old, I’ve noticed that sometimes she just doesn’t have anything to do at Great 
Meadow.  The toddler swings are too small, and the climbing equipment is too big.  We could redesign the 
playground to provide fun for kids of all ages.   I also think that playground needs a redesign, besides the 
safety and comfort issues using Southern Village or Chatham Park as examples. I know parents have been 
asking for more than just two toddler swings and a place to sit for years.  The bench swing mentioned in the 
BCCA town hall last week is great for grandparents, but my 7-year-old would love to be able to swing on her 
own.   
 



I also think the skate park is a good idea, and I’m glad the board opened that up to community input.  Because, 
although some people might not believe, the neighborhood, especially the parents, really care about how the 
board is run. I’ll be very interested to see that update in a couple of weeks because I think we need to provide 
“something” for our children from age 0-18. 
 
Investing in these amenities to compete with Chatham Park will protect home values much more than most 
other things the BCCA is empowered to do.   
 
 

Jennifer Drake: 1:YES! I fully support shade structures as part of a total solution, to achieve optimum 
shading, while providing for natural green aesthetics, wildlife habitat and earth friendly options for the 
playgrounds. The Parks and Recreation Committee is currently working on a phased plan that does all these 
things and more. In fact, in November additional shade trees are being planted as the first phase of our 
total comprehensive and hybrid approach.  

What is the Parks and Recreation Committee?  A new committee that we, (Jim Proper and I ) created to allow 
for representation of the Parks and Playground areas where there was NONE before.  I am the liaison to this 
committee along with Vonzell Jones.   

2: YES!  in fact, these had been in the works and were confirmed to be a priority when we asked for 
membership/ resident feedback on this topic. I am happy to announce these are on the way (pending 
membership budget approval at the annual meeting)! 

3: YES! The Parks and Recreation Committee is in the planning stages how we as a community can best 
enhance these play spaces and green spaces for all our residents. Similarly, to how I assisted with optimizing 
the Pool amenity, we are doing the same with our Parks and Playground spaces. Coinciding with the reserve 
funds for this specific amenity, a complete playground refresh is in the works!  This will be a significant and 
exciting improvement that will enhance our Briar Chapel lifestyle.  

 
Mark Goodwin: 1: I certainly agree that any trees planted now are going to take years before they 
provide any useful shade.  I’ve looked throughout Great Meadows and the specific play areas; they are 
exposed to direct sunlight and I can see where that would be a problem because the existing trees don’t offer 
much shade.  As I recall , this issue was brought up in a Board meeting almost a year ago without visible 
action, and as of the date of my response, there are no posted committee minutes, since September 2020, 
from the Park and Rec committee to indicate if the committee is addressing this issue or has made any 
progress or written recommendations for it.  
 
It’s an issue that deserves renewed attention, and while  I support the addition of shaded cover,  the type of 
cover needs to consider the imperious surface limitations imposed on us by the county.  Given that this has 
been a resident concern for at least a year I think it’s important that it’s addressed by the Board and a course 
of action is decided on within the first quarter of 2022.   
 
2:  I do support the addition of benches and or seating areas at Great Meadow and other parks and locations 
in the community where the seating is inadequate.  However, inadequate seating isn’t just confined to play 
areas, and additional benches would benefit the entire community. I believe benches can purchased and 



installed for relatively minimal expense, and it’s one of the simpler fixes that can enhance existing facilities 
and make them more welcoming for the playgrounds and for residents of all ages.  
 
3: One of the things that attracted Shelley and me to Briar Chapel was the multi-generational nature of the 
community, especially since we have adult children and now, a two year old grandchild who we expect to visit 
us frequently in the future.  A concern I have is that we ensure that our youngest residents have safe 
playgrounds.  We live just around the corner from the playground at the clubhouse, and I have been dismayed 
at the lack of ongoing or proactive safety-related maintenance over the seven-plus years we’ve been here.  So, 
one thing that the board needs to do better, to make sure our facilities are family-friendly, is to hold the 
management company accountable for proactively maintaining safe playground conditions.   
 
I also think the developer under-built the recreational facilities for a community that eventually will have 
about 2500 households, so I’m eager to hear which additional amenities or what improvements to our current 
amenities that young families would like. We need to develop and implement a strategic plan for 
improvements.  Liz, Michael and I are running on a platform that encourages more input from our residents 
and we’re ready to listen.  
 
 
Vonzell Jones:  1: As a parent myself, I would love to have a park that is covered so that it is both cooler 
in the summer months and remains useful and safe in the rain. I would make this a priority by working with 
the parks and rec committee to take the necessary steps to get this improvement included in the next budget 
(2023).  I would love to see this done sooner, however, that would involve taking money from another already 
approved project to get it accomplished.  
 
2: Yes, I support benches in the park. It provides an area for parents to sit while their children play, but more 
importantly for the grandparents or other family members who cannot stand for those long periods of 
time.  The addition of benches to great meadow park will be done in 2022 as the park and recs committee 
included this in their proposals and it was approved by the board.   
 
3: I would love to see a splash pad or another water play area that is more conducive for us parents with 
children under 5.  The pool is a great amenity, but it can be daunting to have multiple children at the pool who 
want to be in different areas.  What I would aspire to see is lifestyle programming have a larger focus on 
family programs that allow for other parents to connect with one another.  I would also like to see the website 
create a section for that same connection by providing contact information, posting of events, Q&A etc.…  This 
is a great community to raise children, but it can be a slow process meeting others and learning what is 
available to you when you first move into the community.   

 
Liz Rolison: 1:  I’ve toured all three of the playground areas in Briar Chapel and this is my analysis.   
 
The playground near the pool is in reasonably good shape.  It is designed for younger children.  The 
playground equipment could use some updates, but there is a shaded seating area and the play area is fenced 
in and safe for young children.   
 
The main playground in Great Meadow Park needs at least two seating areas with shade screens.  While I 
think the trees are a good long term choice, seating and shade are needed for the immediate future.  I am 
concerned about the proximity of the playground to the sunken area with concrete ping pong tables.  I see 



that cones have been put in place to try to prevent children from falling in, but I don’t think cones are an 
effective long term safety measure.  This playground has an interesting mix of equipment for both younger 
and older children, but notably is missing swings appropriate for 4-8 yr olds. 
 
The smaller playground over by the basketball goal, is perhaps a location that could be added to in the future 
with equipment that is age appropriate for older children.  There is one bench with a shade screen.  If 
expanded an additional seating area and screen should be included. 
 
If elected, I would recommend organizing a Young Family Committee and I would look to this committee to do 
a comprehensive review of the playgrounds making recommendations for improvements and expansion.  I 
would support both enhancements and expansion of playground areas for our residents.   
 
2:  As mentioned in part 1 of this question, I would support the addition of seating/benches with shade 
screens.  Specifically, the main playground in Great Meadows needs at least two seating areas/benches with 
shade screens to allow parents to keep an eye on their children and to allow families to rest and relax out of 
the sun.  I think there is an opportunity to expand the smaller playground by the basketball goal, tailored to 
older kids.  If expanded, this area would also benefit from an additional seating area/bench with a shade 
screen. 
 
3:  I have three areas that I would like to focus on that would benefit young families: 

1) BCCA Representation - Young families are crazy busy and often don’t have time to participate in BCCA 
meetings or provide feedback on concerns and new ideas.  Yet with over 60% of our community being 
young families we need to find ways to hear from them and make sure their concerns are represented.  
One of our candidates, Michael Cunningham, has long been involved with the Briar Chapel young 
families and young parents groups and is well positioned to provide that needed representation.  We 
have discussed this and we would establish a young families focus group that could give us feedback on 
priorities and concerns that are most important to them with a minimal investment of time.  We  will 
look at technology /social media tools that will make it easier for the BCCA to share information and 
get resident feedback. 

2) Common Sense Approach - We want to bring a more common sense approach to the BCCA.  We 
understand the need for covenants and rules, but we want to see the BCCA use more common sense 
and judgment on how they are applied throughout the community.   

3) Amenities - We want to ensure our amenities are well maintained and meet the needs of the 
community.  We’ve discussed our playgrounds, but we also think the walking/biking trails and the pool 
are important.  We want to collaborate with and enhance the partnership with Triangle Off-Road 
Cycling (TORC) to ensure the ongoing maintenance, safety and accessibility of our community’s walking 
and biking trails.  We want to continue to build on successes to the pool this season including the 
renovations, new pool management company and the online reservation system, allowing the pool 
season to be maximized and accessible to residents and the swim team. 

 
 


