
QUESTION 22 – TRI PARTY AGREEMENT 
 
Because many Briar Chapel residents continue to be regularly exposed to 
raw sewage odors from the community wastewater system, and because 
one of the candidates is a co-signer to the Tri-Party Agreement which did 
not address raw sewage odor control, what do you recommend should 
be done now to reduce our exposure to raw sewage odors? 
 
Listed Alphabetically 
 
Michael Cunningham: That’s a fair question.  While the original agreement did not address foul odors, 
the permit on expansion was endorsed by the BCCA contingent on enhanced odor mitigation techniques, 
which were reviewed by TetraTech and should be put in place by the end of the year.  As someone who loves 
walking around the neighborhood and trails with my children, I hope we will finally have a resolution, and the 
days of “the stinklers” will be behind us. 
 
Additionally, ONSWC requested that odor complaints should be reported directly to them.  I disagree.  As a 
party to the agreement, the BCCA should be notified of all complaints by the residents, if only to stay informed 
on issues in the community. 
 
Jennifer Drake: Odors have significantly decreased with the progress this Board has made.  We are 
marching in the right direction and will continue to do so. 
 
Because of the Tri-Party Council with resident participants (BOD=residents) we had great insight into the 
actual issues causing the odors and were able to immediately address this subject with the responsible 
parties.  The Board spelled out specific steps to be taken through process changes and improvements at the 
plant; including implementation of new state of the art odor controlling equipment as the plant undergoes 
expansion.  Results speak for themselves, and data collected indicated 95% less odor reporting incidents by 
residents between mid 2020 to present.  While there is work left to be accomplished, the council is working 
together effectively.  We built a relationship to address and resolve issues where there was none before and 
we are committed to continue our productive efforts in ensuring the new equipment coming online further 
improves the plant operations. 
 
To learn more and be informed of the true facts, please visit the Wastewater Information Center on 
our BriarChapelife.com 
 
Mark Goodwin: The Tri-Party Agreement is the perfect example of what’s wrong with our current board.  
There was zero transparency or working with homeowners before the board agreed to what many well-
informed  residents feel was a bad deal.  Additionally the board failed to consult with and ignored the 
organized opposition of StopChathamNorth, a homeowners organization with a community membership of 
800 households.   
 



The agreement does not address the sewage odor issue.  The current owner of Old North State has promised 
to make improvements to address the odor issue, but how much they actually do to eliminate or reduce the 
orders remains to be seen.  Beyond that there are no guarantees of what will happen in the future when the 
wastewater treatment plant is sold to a new owner.  The board had better leverage on Old North State before 
our board president testified in Old North State’s behalf in front of the Chatham County Commissioners, 
taking a position in opposition to StopChathamNorth.   So at this point we are depending on Old North State 
to do what they said that would do to alleviate the ongoing neighborhood sewage odor problem.   
 
Vonzell Jones:   The Tri-Party Agreement indeed does not address the concerns with odor. However, it is a 
vehicle that brings the responsible parties to the table for discussion. At that table is where work can be done 
to address this ongoing issue and encourage movement to resolution. 
 
Liz Rolison: The Tri-Party Agreement did not address sewage odors in the areas surrounding the Briar 
Chapel wastewater system.  StopChathamNorth met with the BCCA board and shared with them the volume 
of odor complaints that residents had reported.  (To date, we have provided the BCCA with over 400 resident 
odor complaints.)  At that time, we were told that the board was not aware of odor issues surrounding the 
wastewater system and that they would raise these issues through the Tri-Party Council.   
 
In May 2021, ONSWC got approval to implement an odor control system at the Briar Chapel WWTP.  These 
improvements are being installed as part of the plant expansion scheduled for completion by the end of 2021.  
These improvements include a semi-rigid enclosure over the most odorous parts of the process and use a two-
stage biofilter for cleaning the air before it is released into the community.  We are hopeful that these 
improvements will make a significant difference for those residents who are dealing with these odor 
conditions on a regular basis.   
 
I believe that by providing important resident input to the BCCA board and the Tri-Party Council, these issues 
were recognized and will hopefully be addressed when these odor control improvements go into effect at the 
end of the year.   
 


