
QUESTION 1 – GREEN COMMUNITY (FOUR PARTS) 

The Briar Chapel Green Initiative formed in 2018 over concerns of how our community was 
being managed and developed, recognizing our Briar Chapel Green principles and 
commitment to sustainability and environmental stewardship. In 2019, we shared a letter to 
our newly elected Board members outlining recommendations identified by the community to 
improve our approach to sustainability and to support our green principles. Below is part of 
what was shared: 

“As our elected leaders, you will influence how we collaborate and what we achieve.  We stand 
ready (and eager) to support efforts to improve the environmental health and safety of our 
community while simultaneously demonstrating fiscal responsibility.  We contend that “Green 
Principles” stated on our website are an important part of the choice to live in Briar 
Chapel.  There are many instances where we are currently violating these principles, inherently 
harming our neighbors, pets, flora, and fauna in our immediate environment and beyond. “ 

“There is a great opportunity to not only improve our environmental stewardship, but to 
promote Briar Chapel as a truly green community, making it an attractive place that we can be 
proud to live. We hope you will play an active role, and accept our support, to 1) Collaborate 
constructively to enact healthy change, 2) Assess current landscaping practices and landscape 
conditions in Briar Chapel, and 3) Identify and actualize opportunities to minimize harm, 
increase transparency and informed decision-making, and 4) Restore balance while providing 
educational opportunities that promote native plant species and wildlife that demonstrates 
“respect for our land” and the “beloved critters that live in them.”  

A. Please share what you consider key aspects in making Briar Chapel 
a green community. 
 

 

Michael Cunningham: Many of us purchased a home in Briar Chapel over the past 10 years based in 

part on the developer’s and later the boards commitment to being a “green community”.  However, living 
in a “green” community is more than a LEED certified community center and using reclaimed water to 
irrigate the parkway medians.  If we’re truly going to call our neighborhood a “preserve” it means working 
with nature even when it is near our homes or might not be convenient.  We can’t say “the wetlands are 
great” while ignoring the damage we’ve done to them.  It’s like saying the voyage of the Titanic was 
“great” because we’re ignoring those last few hours.   
 
Briar Chapel primarily consists of homes as well as developed and undeveloped common spaces.  We have 
somewhat restrictive landscaping requirements that haven’t always been the most eco-friendly so I would 
want to re-evaluate those to make sure homeowners have the leeway to landscape in environmentally 
friendly ways instead of the one-size-fits-all brown mulch and boxwoods.   
 



But the Board’s largest impact is in the common areas.  Besides the wetlands, which need to be 
reevaluated from top to bottom, other common areas can be returned to nature.  Imagine having a 
wildflower meadow that’s more than just a sign in the woods.  Invite our Chatham County neighbors to 
maintain an apiary.  And let’s get creative.  Why not offer charging stations in the clubhouse for visitors 
who own electric vehicles or offer recycling and composting facilities in the neighborhood or even upgrade 
common area lighting to solar powered/LEDs? 
 
At the very core of all the policies I propose is opening the decision making to input from our neighbors.  
There are thousands of incredibly intelligent homeowners who I’m sure have countless ideas on how to 
better our environmental policies and I would love to have their input.   
 

Jennifer Drake: Our community’s environment is key, from the land which is full of forested 

areas, greenways, woodland trails, wetlands, parks, and walking bridges, to our compliance with 
the National Green Building Standard for home construction. In addition, Briar Chapel has crafted 
the community around sustainability, including recycled water for irrigation and energy efficient qualities 
in the construction of our homes. 
 

Mark Goodwin: With community input, we need to clearly define what a “green”community should 

encompass.  From there, develop and publish a written “green/sustainability policy “ to identify best 
practices.  This would ensure a common community understanding and serve as a guide to 
future decisions and actions. 
 

Vonzell Jones: What I consider to be a key aspect in making Briar Chapel a green community is 

preservation.  To expand on that, we as a community, live in a way that does not harm our surrounding 
environment but encourages it to continue to thrive.  We do this by using environmentally safe products 
to maintain our homes and the community at large as well as planting trees and other vegetation that is 
native to this area.  

Liz Rolison: Many of us were drawn to Briar Chapel by the promise of a green community with 900 

acres of natural green space, 24 miles of trails, use of reclaimed water and energy-efficient homes. These 
items are the marketable aspects of a green community, but being a sustainable, green community 
requires further ongoing commitment.  We must consider the impact of our community’s decisions on our 
environment and natural resources, particularly as it relates to landscaping practices, management of 
Pokeberry Creek and our wetlands and resolution of our wastewater issues. 

 

B. What would be your top 3 priorities to improve Briar 
Chapel's commitment to being a green community?  
 

Michael Cunnigham   
1) Pause and re-evaluate the Tetratech proposal  
2) Work with Myatt to use only environmentally friendly products in common areas  
3) Improve connections with Veranda to promote walkability 
 



Jennifer Drake:  
a. In partnership with our Landscape Committee, we are committed to planting more trees and native 
species. As well as including trees for shade in parks and playgrounds and thirsty trees in recycled irrigation 
areas to optimize usage of the green space. Our native species planting will compliment the aesthetic and 
reduce reoccurring maintenance costs. Understory plantings will reduce mulch expenses. Together these 
things will make common spaces attractive, sustainable,and safe. 

  
b. We are focused on developing comprehensive yard waste solutions and a composting program on site in 
BC. 

  
c. We are working with the landscaper to optimize our practices to better manage runoff, reduce erosion 
and ensure safe products to maintain our landscaping. 

Mark Goodwin:  
1) Protect our wetlands with science-based analysis and policies.  Stop the ill-conceived, undeclared war 

that has been waged on beavers for the last several years.  Decisions on wildlife management should be 
made with the assistance of independent professionals.  

2) Ensure all future contracts address any applicable environmental concerns associated with them. 
3) Develop a plan to address green waste disposal in the community and stop the illegal yard waste 

dumping on BCCA property. 

 
Vonzell Jones:  
My top 3 priorities would be, first to ensure that the trees that were supposed to have already been 
planted, get planted as well as moving forward with new plantings.  Secondly, I would ensure that the 
landscaping company is held accountable for their responsibilities under the contract as well as make sure 
they do so in a manner that aligns with the principles of this community.  Lastly, intentionally collaborate 
with those in the community who have a more in-depth knowledge than me with regards to the standards 
of a green community.  

Liz Rolison: To live up to the standards of a green community, my top three priorities would include:  

1) landscaping practices 
2) management of Pokeberry Creek and our wetlands  
3) resolution of our wastewater issues. 

C. How would you move these three priorities forward? 
 

Michael Cunningham: Openly and with input from all involved, which is the entire neighborhood.  

I’m not under the belief that all my proposals are going to be universally welcomed, or if they will be 
possible after a fiscal review, but by listening to experts, neighbors most directly impacted by specific 
environmental policies, and coordinating with neighbors, board members, and vendors we’re bound to 
find an equitable solution. 

 
Jennifer Drake:  



a. I currently serve as a Liaison to the Landscape Committee. Our commitment to planting more trees and 
trees to provide shade in parks/playgrounds has been in progress for the past year and being implemented 
this Fall. I worked with our Management Company (FSR) Horticulturist (no extra fee to community) to 
finalize these plans and ensure they happened this year.  

  
b. & c. These are in progress and awaiting recommendations from the Landscaping Committee and 
Landscaping company. 

 
Mark Goodwin:  As mentioned: develop a written policy for the community; review and amend, as 

needed, existing contracts; determine what additional resources would be required and budget for them 
accordingly. 
 

Vonzell Jones:  I would move these priorities forward by leaning on and collaborating with those 

individuals who have far more knowledge than me in this area, such as the Briar Chapel Green Initiative, to 
advise the board on how best to move forward with achieving the goals of the collective community.  

Liz Rolison: Landscaping:  We have an opportunity with the renegotiations on our landscaping contract 

with Myatt to incorporate sustainable practices that both protect our environment and reduce the cost 
and resources required.  Eliminating the use of harmful pesticides in the maintenance of our common 
areas.  Adopting practices such as:  replacing dead trees, shrubs and flowering plants with native plants 
and perennials that are drought resistant, hardy in our climate, disease resistant, and attract and sustain 
pollinators.  Over time shifting away from large, manicured lawns towards more natural areas that do not 
require regular mowing, but provide seasonal color and beauty: wildflower meadows, ornamental grasses, 
and groundcover.  Finding ways to combine native plantings around trees to reduce the use of pine straw 
throughout the community.  Note, all of these practices reduce landscaping costs over time.  In addition, I 
would like to work with the board to address responsible handling of yard waste.  I believe a green 
community should have a yard waste composting program that would give residents a designated area to 
process and dispose of their yard waste responsibly with the added benefit of generating useful compost 
that can be used for planting within the community. 

Wetlands & Pokeberry Creek:  Since 2006 when the development of Briar Chapel first began, there has 
been considerable change, and unfortunately, damage to Pokeberry Creek and our wetlands.  TetraTech 
has proposed a $2m solution to remediate Pokeberry Creek and manage water levels in our wetlands.  This 
topic has been the source of significant disagreement in our community.  I would like to bring together 
TetraTech, other local environmental experts and interested members of our community together to 
understand the root causes of this damage, explore the range of options available and develop buy-in for a 
long-term sustainable solution.  

Wastewater System:  Briar Chapel has had significant wastewater issues over the last 3-4 years, including:  
33 sewage spills totaling @ 80,000 gallons of sewage into Pokeberry Creek and our wastewater system 
owner receiving 24 violations from NC Dept. of Environmental Quality.  In the last year we have begun to 
see some progress as ONSWC has stepped up to address problems with sewage spills, plant operation and 
maintenance, capacity and spray irrigation.  These changes have come about due to the persistent efforts 
and voices from homeowners, StopChathamNorth and the BCCA.  I think we can do an even better job of 
this if we combine efforts and work together, by agreeing to have the BCCA represent homeowners or 
adding resident representation to the Tri-Party Council. 

 



D. What additional things can we do as a community to improve our 
environmental stewardship? How can the Board support this?   
 

Michael Cunningham: I think Briar Chapel needs to open itself up to the surrounding areas.  If we 

were a town, we’d be the largest in Chatham County and there are many people who live in the immediate 
area who are impacted by what Briar Chapel does or does not do.  
 
Knowing there are bylaws that we, unfortunately, can’t change, let’s put everything on the table.  
 

Jennifer Drake: We have many passionate homeowners and clubs who are dedicated to 

this important issue.While I will continue to work with our Landscape Company and Landscape Committee 
to ensure best practices, I will also support efforts to coordinate and promote educational community-
focused events. For example, an ongoing series of programs/activities to bring these visions to fruition. 
Neighbors have new ideas every day. I will seek to bring these ideas forward through Lifestyle focus 
groups.   
 

Mark Goodwin: Encourage homeowners’ use of native plants and ensure more use of those plants in 

BCCA common areas.  We need to take a hard look at the use of pesticides by Myatt and as much as 

possible reduce or eliminate the use of toxic chemicals. 

  

The Board can support these priorities by holding our management company accountable for its 

communication, maintenance and contract oversight on environmental issues. The management 

company/board should ensure that identified best practices are followed in all contracts and by all 

vendors.  Doing so would include ensuring the developer and 

wastewater provider follow applicable environmental regulations and the law. 

 

Vonzell Jones:  Keeping more trash off the ground.  I have seen an increasing level of wrappers or 

trash on the streets. The board could support this by possibly adding more public recycling and trash 
receptacles so that people out walking can have a place for it.  

Liz Rolison: The board can set an example to homeowners and surrounding communities by finding 

opportunities to demonstrate the benefits of good sustainable practices, such as: yard waste composting 
and naturalizing green space.  We should set up a program to work with and encourage residents who 
volunteer to spruce up or beautify parts of our community, by giving them our support to put their vetted 
projects and ideas into action.   

 

 
 


