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Background  

 

Homeowners associations typically employ landscaping contractors to undertake large-scale lawn 

maintenance initiatives. Leaf blowing and removal is one of them. Briar Chapel’s current contract with 

Myatt, which is in the midst of a one-year extension, calls for aggressive leaf blowing and leaf removal, from 

November 2020 through March 2021.  

 

Briar Chapel homeowners are generally keen to maximize the effectiveness of the landscaping budget, 

which represents one third of the entire Association budget.  

 

One of the Briar Chapel Landscape committee’s focus areas is to increase the environmental sustainability of 

our landscaping practices.  

 

Situation 

 

Here is what we understand about the current leaf-blowing practice (using BC Parkway as an example): 

● Myatt blows the leaves onto the mulched and pine-needled median area. This was done Tuesday Nov 

17 we believe. 

● They then come later to remove the gathered leaves (we believe it was to be Monday Nov 30). They 

leave the pine needles. They cart away the blown leaves and throw them away. 

● Then or soon afterward (perhaps Spring?), they blow away the pine needles and replace them with 

new pine needles or mulch.  

There are several problems with this approach:  

1) Leaves -- which are free! -- are the best weed-preventing mulch for the base of trees and bushes. They 

are much better for the soil than pine needles or bare earth. If we remove the leaves, we are actually 

diminishing important nutrients for our trees and shrubs!  

2) As per the National Wildlife Foundation, “Critters ranging from turtles and toads to songbirds, mammals 

and invertebrates rely on leaf litter for food, shelter and nesting material. Many moth and butterfly 

caterpillars overwinter in fallen leaves before emerging in spring.” If we remove the leaves, we actually 

diminish important nutrients and habitats for wildlife.  

3) The practice of removing leaves in the fall and then replacing the same areas in the spring with new 

mulch and or pine needles actually wastes our Briar Chapel money! If we remove the leaves, we are 

needlessly spending money that could be used for other value-added initiatives in our Landscaping budget.  

4) Many nearby local Homeowners Associations and residential developments have figured out a way to 

balance leaf management with their neighbors’ desire for attractive open space areas. Southern Village is a 

good example. Briar Chapel’s HOA should emulate the environmentally-sustainable and forward-thinking 

landscaping practices of its peers.  

While we recognize that Myatt’s landscaping contract year has already begun, our committee sees no reason 

why it cannot be amended as Myatt completes its 1-year extension. The savings in both materials and labor 

could be applied to other areas in our BC landscaping budget.  

 

We do not believe that the leaf management approach that we recommend below will noticeably diminish 

the attractiveness of our community.  



 

While we recognize that numerous residents complain about the noise of leaf blowing, we are not addressing 

this issue at this time.  

 

Our Process 

 

We decided to create a recommendation for a leaf management program with the following goals:  

 

● Use the naturally-occurring leaf-fall that occurs throughout Briar Chapel to increase the 

environmental sustainability of our landscape and improve the natural habitat for wildlife.  

● Reduce our landscape contractor’s costs for materials and labor (and use the money we save in this 

contract year elsewhere).  

 

We took photographs of an area along Briar Chapel Parkway to illustrate the features of a leaf management 

program that we believe would improve our environment. See below.  

 

We interviewed some of Myatt’s landscapers to verify that we understood correctly their current leaf 

management practices. 

 

Lastly, we previewed the draft of this recommendation with our HOA Board liaisons and Laura Goguet. We 

were encouraged to submit this recommendation formally to the HOA for its consideration.  

 

Finally, our committee unanimously approved this recommendation.  

 

Our Recommendation 

 

1. We recommend utilizing fallen leaves by raking or blowing them from grassy areas, walkways, etc. to 

under nearby trees and shrubs in the medians, and trees and flower beds throughout Briar Chapel. 

We think these leafy materials can be left there -- as whole leaves, not “chopped up” -- and when 

it's time in the spring to add pine needles, they can simply be added on top of the material that's 

already there. Myatt could also move the leaves, and redistribute them to provide cover for other 

areas in Briar Chapel.  

2. We recommend that FSR direct Myatt to switch to this practice immediately and coordinate with 

Myatt the changes in their hours for the current contract to be utilized toward some of our 

committee’s upcoming Open Space management recommendations. Our committee commits to 

helping educate Briar Chapel residents about this change.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   



 

 


