
The Wetlands Advisory Group is a Briar Chapel (BC) Board appointed group of BC resident 
volunteers. The WAG helps the board monitor & study issues; weigh evidence and 
community input; and coordinate with the broad array of agencies BCCA works with in order 
to make good decisions regarding the Association’s natural areas, including our creeks, 
flood plains, wetlands, forests, flora, fauna, and the associated trails and infrastructure.  

At the board’s request, the Wetlands Advisory Group initiated the development of a “Policy 
for the Long-term Management of Common Areas Along Pokeberry Creek”, which has been 
submitted to the board for review.  We based this policy on the recommendations made by 
Tetra Tech, which was then supported by review from  Ecosystem Planning & Restoration.  
BCCA has identified the following goals for common areas along Pokeberry Creek: 
 

1. To be good stewards of Pokeberry Creek, its floodplains and wetlands, and the 
biodiversity in the common area owned by BCCA along the creek. 
2. Protect the trails, footbridges, and infrastructure in the common areas along the creek. 
3. Protect the forest upstream of Briar Chapel Parkway, ensuring fully functioning 
floodplains in that area. 
4. Monitor erosion/incision of Pokeberry Creek downstream of the powerline easement, and 
take prudent action should it become necessary to protect footbridge infrastructure and/or 
the exposed utility line located in parcel 90383." (south of main beaver dam). 
 
 The WAG had additional interactions with the Corps of Engineers, who emphasized we 
were not required from a regulatory perspective to take action on goal 4.  They stated that 
the erosion was a natural process and the creek would eventually widen and reconnect 
itself in time.  The WAG will continue to monitor.  
 

The WAG will incorporate these goals into all policy documents to be reviewed by the 
BCCA Board of Directors.  The high costs and potential effectiveness of stream restoration 
are still being reviewed, but unlikely to be instituted. In addition, we are still investigating the 
possible installation of a Beaver Deceiver device in the main beaver dam to maintain a 
more stable water level at the dam. 

In December of 2022, expanding beaver activity was observed along Pokeberry Creek, 
north of the main beaver dam.  The new activity was rebuilding standing water back under 
the Briar Chapel (BC) wooden footbridge and further north.  Based on prior decisions to 
keep beaver activity limited to that area south of BC Parkway, we recommended quick 
action by the board to open the new dams and reduce water levels in the main beaver pond 
to 2019 levels.  This recommendation was made to prevent damage to: 

1) BC property (resident homes, BC trails and walkways)  

2) the newly regenerating forest surrounding the BC bridge, and  

3) the old-growth mixed pine hardwood bottomland forest north of the bridge along 
Pokeberry Creek. 

 



As a result of expanding activity within all of the Common Areas (CA) in BC, the board has 
requested the Wetlands Advisory Group to expand its community role to include all CAs, 
and will in the future be referred to as the Natural Resource Advisory Group.  We are 
working on this policy now to include the Wilkinson Creek area and all other CA’s in BC.  
The policy will include various issues relevant to the residents of BC, including 
wildlife\human interactions, forest health, invasive plant species and trespass.  The policy 
will dictate that the Board of Directors will take action to mitigate impacts if/ when 
property/residents are threatened.  Remote cameras have been and will serve an expanded 
role in the neighborhood to gather data on wildlife activity and trespass issues. 

We are currently working with the board to find a wildlife management firm to assist BC in 
monitoring and managing wildlife issues across the BC CA’s.  This will include monitoring 
beaver activity and maintaining water levels to protect the wetlands associated with the 
main beaver pond, and make recommendations regarding wildlife\human interaction events.  
This need is based on an increasing report of coyote sightings in the neighborhood.  

Our bottom line is to make recommendations that allow BC to be good stewards of our 
lands and property.  

Thank you 



 


