
Briar Chapel: Pokeberry Creek 2008

Briar Chapel’s master planned lifestyle 
community offers a 24-mile trail system as 

the “backbone of the community”. 

Forest and trails situated along the creek, in the 
common area behind Bennett Mountain Trace. 

Pokeberry Creek flowed within its banks extending 
well below the Briar Chapel Parkway bridge, before 
opening into the historic beaver range. 

Circa 2010



Briar Chapel Parkway Walking Bridge over Pokeberry Creek

Photo: October 28, 2019

By ensuring no creek blockages near the 
bridge, BCCA protects the newly restored 
bridge and the biodiversity of the marsh.

Photo: January 24, 2019

Water levels remained dangerously high through 
the end of 2018, so the dams located near the 

bridge were breached to release water at the end 
of January 2019.

Photo: September 2018

Beaver activity had already moved upstream 
of the bridge in early 2018. By September, 
this caused dangerously high water levels, 

rendering the flood plain incapable of 
handling significant weather events. 

Hurricane Florence: September 14-19, 2018

May 2020

By ensuring no creek blockages near the 
bridge, BCCA protects the newly restored 
bridge and the biodiversity of the marsh.



Briar Chapel Parkway Walking Bridge over Pokeberry Creek

Photo: May 1, 2020

By ensuring no creek blockages near the bridge, BCCA 
protects the bridge and the biodiversity of the marsh, 
exactly as depicted in the original community signage.

Photo: January 24, 2019

Water levels remained dangerously high through the end of 2018, so the 
dams located near the bridge were breached to release water at the end of 

January 2019.



Small Bridge Behind Bennett Mountain Trace Over Pokeberry Creek

November 18, 2018

Flooding persisted until DOT (Department of 
Transportation) breached the dam at the small 
bridge on November 17, 2018. This photo was 

taken the following day.

September 2018

Beaver activity had already moved upstream of 
the small bridge in early 2018. By September, 

this caused dangerously high water levels, 
rendering the flood plain incapable of handling 

significant weather events. 

Hurricane Florence: September 14 – 19, 2018

October 11, 2018

Water levels remained persistently high 
through October, flooding the bridge, trails 

and cul-de-sac at Polk’s Landing.



These photos were taken one year apart, showing the impact of the removal of the beaver dam in November 2018. After 
11 months, the forest and vegetation were recovering and the geomorphology of the creek has been restored.

October 28, 2019October 11, 2018

May 2020

Small Bridge Behind Bennett Mountain Trace Over Pokeberry Creek

After 18 months, the vegetation has 
recovered significantly, and the 

geomorphology of the creek 
remains protected.



November 18, 2018

Flooding persisted until DOT (Department of Transportation) 
breached the dam at the small bridge on November 17, 2018. 

This photo was taken the following day.

October 11, 2018

Water levels remained persistently high through October, 
flooding the bridge and cul-de-sac at Polk’s Landing.

August, 2019

The vegetation has recovered significantly, and the 
geomorphology of the creek remains protected.

Cul-de-Sac Near Small Bridge Behind Bennett Mountain Trace



The Woodlands and Trails Behind Bennett Mountain Trace

2016 – start of house construction

September 2018

In early 2018, upstream beaver migration caused 
dangerously high water levels. By September, 

beaver activity and flooding decimated nearly 4.5 
acres of old growth hardwood and pine forest, 
flooded trails, destroyed the geomorphology of 
Pokeberry Creek, threatened private property, 
displaced wildlife, and rendered the flood plain 

incapable of handling significant weather events. 

May 2020

Over the last 18 months, the forest has 
recovered significantly, and the trails have not 

flooded.



The Woodlands and Trails Behind Bennett Mountain Trace

September 2018 

December 2019

12 months later, the forest was recovering, 
and the trails are not flooding.

The flat woodlands area behind Bennet Mountain Trace is a critical flood plain. 
A flood plain is an area of land which may experience flooding during periods of 
heavy rainfall, with water flow being restored to the river or creek bed within 
12 to 24 hours after heavy rain. 

Healthy floodplains benefit communities by assisting in the management of 
stormwater runoff, preventing harm to people and property due to flooding. 

November 18, 2018

Flooding persisted until DOT (Department of 
Transportation) breached the dam at the small bridge 

on November 17, 2018. This photo was taken the 
following day.



October 11, 2018

In early 2018, upstream beaver migration caused dangerously high 
water levels. By October, beaver activity and flooding decimated 
nearly 4.5 acres of old growth hardwood and pine forest, flooded 

trails, destroyed the geomorphology of Pokeberry Creek, 
threatened private property, displaced wildlife, and rendered the 

flood plain incapable of handling significant weather events.

November 17, 2018

Flooding persisted until DOT breached the dam. With the 
waters immediately receding, it was clear the extent to which 

the beaver activity and flooding had decimated the forest.

August 2019

The forest is recovering.  The flood plain is functioning, 
ensuring water flow and preventing flooding. 

The Woodlands Behind Bennett Mountain Trace



Briar Chapel: Upper Pokeberry Creek (1997 ~ 10 years prior to Briar Chapel Construction)

Chatham County Records 
aerial photography 
documents the land over 
time.

Time of year varies, but
slides 10-16 contain all the 
aerial photos available.

The cul-de-sac at the end
of Creek’s Edge Drive 
(Polk’s Landing)

Every photo over the last 
23 years documenting 
what is now BCCA 
common area behind 
Bennett Mountain Trace 
consistently depicts forest 
of typical density and no 
beaver ponds.

Forest extends all the way 
to Briar Chapel Parkway 
vehicle bridge



Briar Chapel: Upper Pokeberry Creek (2002 ~ 5 years prior to Briar Chapel Construction)

Chatham County Records 
aerial photography 
documents the land over 
time.

Time of year varies, but
slides 10-16 contain all the 
aerials photos available.

Every photo over the last 
23 years documenting 
what is now BCCA 
common area behind 
Bennett Mountain Trace 
consistently depicts forest 
of typical density and no 
beaver ponds.

The cul-de-sac at the end
of Creek’s Edge Drive 
(Polk’s Landing)

Forest extends all the way 
to Briar Chapel Parkway 
vehicle bridge



Briar Chapel: Upper Pokeberry Creek (2007 ~ Briar Chapel Construction Begins)

Chatham County Records 
aerial photography 
documents the land over 
time.

Time of year varies, but
slides 10-16 contain all the 
aerials photos available.

Every photo over the last 
23 years documenting 
what is now BCCA 
common area behind 
Bennett Mountain Trace 
consistently depicts forest 
of typical density and no 
beaver ponds.

The cul-de-sac at the end
of Creek’s Edge Drive 
(Polk’s Landing)

Forest extends all the way 
to Briar Chapel Parkway 
vehicle bridge



Briar Chapel: Upper Pokeberry Creek (2010 ~ 3 years into Briar Chapel Construction)

Chatham County Records 
aerial photography 
documents the land over 
time.

Time of year varies, but
slides 10-16 contain all the 
aerials photos available.

Every photo over the last 
23 years documenting 
what is now BCCA 
common area behind 
Bennett Mountain Trace 
consistently depicts forest 
of typical density and no 
beaver ponds.

The cul-de-sac at the end
of Creek’s Edge Drive 
(Polk’s Landing)

Forest extends all the way 
to Briar Chapel Parkway 
vehicle bridge



Briar Chapel: Upper Pokeberry Creek (2013)

Chatham County Records 
aerial photography 
documents the land over 
time.

Time of year varies, but
slides 10-16 contain all the 
aerials photos available.

Every photo over the last 
23 years documenting 
what is now BCCA 
common area behind 
Bennett Mountain Trace 
consistently depicts forest 
of typical density and no 
beaver ponds.

The cul-de-sac at the end
of Creek’s Edge Drive 
(Polk’s Landing)

First significant beaver 
activity impact north of BC 
Parkway bridge. Forest 
begins to transform into 
marshland at that location.



Briar Chapel: Upper Pokeberry Creek (2017)

Chatham County Records 
aerial photography 
documents the land over 
time.

Time of year varies, but
slides 10-16 contain all the 
aerials photos available.

Every photo over the last 
23 years documenting 
what is now BCCA 
common area behind 
Bennett Mountain Trace 
consistently depicts forest 
of typical density and no 
beaver ponds.

The cul-de-sac at the end
of Creek’s Edge Drive 
(Polk’s Landing)

Continued beaver activity 
impact north of BC 
Parkway bridge. Decimates 
the forest and floods the 
marshland at that location.



Briar Chapel: Upper Pokeberry Creek (2019)

Chatham County Records 
aerial photography 
documents the land over 
time.

Time of year varies, but
slides 10-16 contain all the 
aerials photos available.

The most recent aerial 
photo depicts the forest 
recovering and returning 
to typical density in the 
wake of the beaver 
invasion and persistent 
flooding of 2018.

The cul-de-sac at the end
of Creek’s Edge Drive 
(Polk’s Landing)

Marsh no longer flooded, 
and is recovering.
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