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Landscape Committee Announces New Test Practices to Improve Landscape 
Sustainability. 
 
Dear Residents: 
 
Guided by Briar Chapel’s commitment to sustainability, the Briar Chapel Landscape Committee, the 
Board, and Myatt Landscaping have been working closely to develop alternative landscaping practices 
in test projects within the community.  Below you will find a list of the new “green” practices and a 
brief description of these projects, which you can expect to notice in the coming days and weeks.  Our 
hope is that you monitor the changes with us and provide your feedback and input. The results of 
these test projects will provide useful information for incorporating sustainable practices into future 
contracts with landscaping companies.  
 
More projects may be presented to you as they come about. 
 
 

Briar Chapel Landscaping Committee Green Practices:  
 
Green landscaping may enhance ecological harmony and beauty by: 

• reducing the need for synthetic pesticides and fertilizers,  
• using leaves and compost to suppress weeds, retain moisture, and provide 

nutrition and biomass in the soil,  
• planting native plants which support wildlife habitat, food for birds and 

pollinators, and are accustomed to our climate,  
• converting some lawn space into areas that require less resources to maintain. 

 
 These include:  

○ Areas for pollinator gardens, 
o  Areas planted with “living mulch”  for weed prevention and control of soil  
  temperature, 
o Areas to apply Integrated pest management practices by attracting birds   
 and beneficial insects to eat pest insects.  
 

We believe that these practices will require less maintenance and will enhance 
sustainability. 
 

 
Upcoming Test Projects: 
 
Great Meadow Park: 
 

● Will become a no-chemical spray zone unless absolutely necessary (e.g. fire ant colonies 
or extreme weed presence).  Organic application will be prioritized. Weed pressure will 
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be monitored and manually maintained so as to retain beauty with the reduction of 
chemical use. 

● Fallen leaves from trees will be used as mulch. 
● Grass clippings will act as lawn fertilizer. 
● Grass height will be slightly increased to allow for the roots to better retain more 

moisture and to crowd out weeds. 
● Edging will be reduced.  Saved labor can be applied to creating gardens, hand pulling 

weeds, or invasive plant removal. 
● Leaf blowing will be reduced.   
● Plans for a native plants garden to be installed, as funding permits.  

 
 
Ponds:  Bennett Mountain Trace & Great Ridge Parkway, Old Piedmont Circle & Great 
Ridge Parkway:  
 

● Grass height will be increased to provide better water retention, reduce erosion and 
weed pressure. This should result in less money spent repairing the slopes, reducing the 
amount of chemical applications, and increased biodiversity. 

● Mowing will occur once per month.  Mowing at the water line and woods’ edges will be 
reduced to allow for beneficial insects to complete their overwintering cycle and to assist 
in determining which plants are invasive and qualify for removal. Native plant species 
will take priority to remain. 

● The pond on Bennett Mountain Trace and Great Ridge will have a single mowed path 
around it, creating a “quiet path” to allow residents to enjoy their natural surroundings, 
including the native plants and biodiversity of our wetlands. 

 
 

Briar Chapel Parkway, from Entrance 
 

● Prioritize restoring the existing wildflower garden and potentially finding other areas 
along the entrance way to add more wildflowers, as funding permits 

● Grass behind the guard rails will be allowed to grow to its natural height, providing 
greater water retention and reduced erosion.  

 
 

Myatt will now provide information on all products being used in Briar Chapel through First Service 
Management. This includes the products’ names, purposes, and the locations and frequency of use. 
Our goal is for the Community to become more aware of what is being applied in our public spaces 
and why.  
 
Additionally, we are asking Myatt to work with us in identifying opportunities for and impact of 
reducing overall leaf blowing practices in Briar Chapel in an effort to reduce noise and air pollution. 
Our hope is that we can transition to battery operated leaf blowers in the future. We have also 
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prioritized working with Myatt to remove invasive plant species to preserve our forest and 
surrounding areas.  
 
The Landscape Committee will be sending out a community message in the near future to star 
documenting dead or missing trees throughout Briar Chapel to share with FSR and the Board. We will 
be prioritizing the re-planting of native trees while the Board and FSR will make the final decision on 
which trees can be replaced.  
 
We look forward to working with the community, the Board, and Myatt to improve the sustainability 
of landscaping in Briar Chapel, while reducing costs and retaining its beauty. 
 
You can reach the Landscape Committee at their new email address: 
LandscapeCommittee@BriarChapelLife.com 
 

mailto:LandscapeCommittee@BriarChapelLife.com

